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2011 GKHS Board Officers: 

President éééééééééé...Charlene Shaw 

Vice President éééééééééé.Jim Osness 

Secretary éééééééééé..Sesira Maganty 

Treasurer ééééééé.ééééé.Dave Foltz 

Past President éééééééé.é....Jack Becvar 

 

Museum Staff: 

Executive Director & Curator éé..Allison Jurgens 

Media & Community Relationséé...Rhonda Watts 

     

As I sit here writing this 

letter to you all, I am so grateful 

that we all are safe from the 

earthquake and its results.   Our 

prayers and concern go out to all 

of Japan, especially to any of you 

with family and friends in Japan.  

 

Well, here we have begun our 

f u n d r a i s i n g  p l a n n i n g  f o r 

2011.   Once again we will have our 

d i n n e r  a u c t i o n  i n  O c t o b e r . 

Theme and other particulars are 

still in the formative  stages. We 

are in need of volunteers to help 

with the event. If you have the 

time, please consider helping.  

 

We are also collecting yard 

sale items for the big yard sale in 

May- don't throw any usable, good 

condition stuff away ðsave it for 

the GKHS yard sale. Nancy Simpson 

has already offered some of her 

Charlene Shaw 

President 

Greater Kent Historical Society 

The Recorder            Spring 2011 

Want to receive GKHS updates? Find us on Facebook: Greater Kent Historical 

Society and Museum, and follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/kentmuseum. 

From our President: 

The purpose of the Greater 

Kent Historical Society 

(GKHS) is to promote the 

discovery, preservation and 

dissemination of knowledge 

about the history of the greater 

Kent area. GKHS operates the 

Kent Historical Museum.  

prized tomato plants. More info on 

page 9. The sale was well - received 

last year; not only a lot of fun, 

but some amazing variety with more 

t h a n  t w e n t y  c o n t r i b u t o r s .  

  

     K e e p  l o o k i n g  f o r  n e w 

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  f o l l o w i n g 

newsletters and reports on the 

general progress.   Drop by and see 

us!  

KentHistoricalMuseum.org 
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COMMITTEE / CHAIRMAN  

 

Fundraising / Fred Satterstrom 

Membership / Cheri Sayer 

Education / Jan Mayes 

Audit / Cheri Sayer 

By-Laws Review / Allan Reitan 

Hospitality / Adrienne Rockwell 

Scholarship / Jim Osness 

Non-committee positions 

 

Docent Coordinator: Vacant 

Grounds Director: Nancy Simpson 

Grant Consultant: Vacant 

GKHS Committees 
 Any GKHS member may join a committee. To join a committee, contact 

the chairman listed below. If youôre interested in one of the vacant non-committee 

positions, contact the museum office at (253) 854-4330.  

Curatorõs Corner: 

 The Museum has recently received artifact 

and photo donations from the families of a few 

important figures in Kent history, namely those of 

E. K. Saito and M. M. Morrill. What better way to 

honor their memories than by helping support and 

preserve Kentôs heritage! 

 Some of the artifacts include late 19th 

century clothing, a turn-of-the-century doll, and 

photos of the Bereiter House from the late 1930s, 

when the Saitos lived there. 

 These donations will not only be dynamic 

pieces in upcoming exhibits at the Museum, but 

also represent a valuable link in our knowledge of 

Kent history and promoting the GKHS mission. 

 Many thanks to our donors, Jane M. 

Longino and James Reed. 

E. K. Saito and his son Ray in front of the 

Bereiter House in 1938. This photo was 

donated by James Reed, the son of Saitoôs 

stepdaughter Thelma. 

_¢t£t¢¦x}v Zt}¤Ą£ [tvpr© 

(The Docent Coordinator will be responsible 

for scheduling and contacting docent 

volunteers each month; the Grant Consultant 

will help research available grant funds and 

assist in preparation of applications.) 
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HYER, Joseph 

 

 The earliest census 

reco rd  to  be  found 

enumerating Joseph Hyer was 

dated 6 August 1850 in 

Baltimore, Maryland. His parents were 

John and Margaret; both were born in 

Germany. Joseph was nine years old in 

1850; he was born in Germany and 

attended school in Baltimore. 

 By the 1900 federal census Joseph 

had moved to White River, King County, 

Washington. He was head of the household 

and a 58-year-old bachelor. He was born 

February 1842 in Germany and immigrated 

in 1845, had lived in the United States for 

55 years, and had became a naturalized 

citizen. Joseph worked as a carpenter and 

rented the home he lived in. 

 Joseph still lived in the White River 

neighborhood in May of 1910 with the 

James Hogan household. Hogan 

and his wife Mary were born in 

Ireland and their two sons, aged 

17 and 11, were born in 

Washington. James was a saloon 

keeper. Joseph Hyer was 68 

years old, still single, and his occupation 

was a roustabout in a saloon. 

 Hyer died on 7 August 1911 in Kent. 

The informant on this death certificate was 

James Hogan of O'Brien, King County, 

Washington. Joseph was buried in the 

Methodist Cemetery by C. G. Chittenden 

undertaker. 

 An obituary was published in the 

White River Journal dated 10 August 1911 

on page 16, column 3, but only the first 

sentence survives: 

 

Joe Hyer died Monday night at 

the hospital after a long illness 

causedé 

Local Roots: Discovering Kentõs Genealogy 

Submitted by Karen Bouton, South King County Genealogical Society 

 Spring has indeed arrived and the museum grounds are 
beginning to bloom. The fence on the east side of the property, 
damaged by a wind storm last November, has been repaired. 
Thanks go out to the City of Kent Parks Department for all their 
hard work.  
 The expanded flower beds along the east side of the yard 
are beginning to take form, with Mary and Brooks Loopôs 
donation of eight new rhododendron bushes framing the 
planting area; you will see many changes as Spring continues. 
 Any donated funds to assist with planting and 
maintenance costs would be much appreciatedðgive us a call!  
 

Submitted by Sally Klatt & Nancy Simpson, the ñGarden Galsò  

Garden News  



5 

  

The Recorder            Spring 2011 

 In the Museumôs archives, we found a 
Kent Public Schools composition book used by 
a girl named June Nelson for recipes and notes 
in her cooking class at the Kent High School in 
1921. 

 This recipe for coconut cream pie is 
notable for a few reasons, its spelling of the 
word coconut as ñcocoanut,ò for one. This 
spelling is still considered correct, but it fell out 
of common usage around the 1950s.  

Coconuts were very popular in the 1910s 
and 20s, even inspiring the name of a famous 
Los Angeles nightclub: ñCocoanut Grove.ò 
Weôve reprinted the recipe below exactly as 

Miss Nelson wrote it, so you can try your hand 
at ñCocoanut Cream Pieò! The recipe only gives 
instructions for the pie filling, which can be 
used with homemade or store bought pie crust. 

Taste of History 

1/3 c flour  

7/8 c sugar  

2/3 c scalded milk
 

1/2 T butter  

2 eggs  

1/8 t salt  

1 t vanilla
 

 
Mix flour and sugar, slowly add the hot milk. 

Pour the mixture into a double boiler and cook 20 

min. Remove from heat. Beat eggs slightly, add 

eggs and butter to the flour and milk mixture. 

Cook a few minutes more. Add salt, flavoring, and 

1/2 c freshly grated cocoanut.  
 

Cocoanut Cream Pie 

June Nelsonôs photo in the Kent 

High School annual, class of 1925 

Cooking Class 
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Stories from the Past: 

During the middle of the last century 

[1800s], some 60 years after the 13 

colonies had already won their 

independence, much of the land of the 

Pacific Northwest was still unsettled. 

With the passing of the Homestead Act in 

1850, however, frontier areas like Kent, 

Wash. were opened to pioneersé 

 Situated between Seattle and 

Tacoma, in the heart of the Green River 

Valley, Kentôs early settlers gave it three 

names before the United States Post 

Office laid down the law: Decide on one 

name, or no mail. Meetings were held 

and, because hops were the number one 

crop at the time, it was agreed to call the 

town Kent after the hop-growing center 

in the British Isles. 

 Development of the little town in the 

valley was slow. Both the nearby Green 

and White Rivers flooded periodicallyð

completely inundating an entire valley, 

ruining crops and homes and drowning 

livestock. Besides fighting the elements, 

the townsfolk were often attacked by 

Indians. During the last of these attacks, 

staged in 1855, many Kent families were 

killed before the Indians moved 

northward to Seattle where they were 

defeated by an armed force from the 

United States sloop-of-war Decatur and 

its guns. 

 Before the coming of the railroad in 

the late 1870s, the area was all but 

isolated from the rest of the nation. The 

railroad opened a new era of 

transportation and communicationð

previous contact was available only via 

horseback and river boaté 

 The fine, natural setting surrounding 

Kent makes it a vacation wonderland. All 

the advantages of the Pacific Northwest 

are at its doorstepé 

 With a population of 8190, the 

vigorous northern city of Kent is 

anticipating a potential increase in 

population to 25,000 and a trading area 

for some 75,000 people. Its promise for 

the future is now much more certain than 

that offered to those early settlers who 

battled the elements and the Indians in 

1835. 

In the Heart of the Green River Valley 

 
This article from the late 1930s describes the Kent area as it was in its early days. 

Submitted by Jack Becvar 
Kent City Historian 
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1916 

Entertain 
Me!  

Since the beginning 
of ñmoving picturesò 

in the late 1800s, 
people have been 

fascinated by film as 
a medium for art and 

communication.  
 

These two ads from 
local sources in the 
Museumôs archives 

represent two 
breakthroughs in the 

history of screen 
entertainmentðand 

two approaches to 
advertising we donôt 

see anymore. 

1967 
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Business Spotlight:  

 Airways is the only beer-making  

establishment in all of Kent, specializing in 

five standard beers, and they are now a GKHS 

Business Member! 

 Located in the business park at 6644 S 

196th St, this microbrewery of handcrafted 

beers is a favorite of locals and international 

enthusiasts alike.  

 The taproom seats 20 and is open 

Thursday and Friday from 4 to 8 p.m. and  

Saturday from 1 to 5 p.m. 

 If you visit the taproom, you might see 

some GKHS photos there! Airways requested 

copies of four hops farming photos, including 

the one at left, from the Museum archives to 

use for display. They were able to get the 

photos for free as a business member! 

 We appreciate Airways and their support 

of GKHS! Visit http://airwaysbrewing.com to 

learn more. 

Airways Brewing Company  

 The GKHS Board of Trustees 
continues to seek funds for the $500 
Norm Turner Memorial Scholarship 
award to a 2011 Kent School District 
graduating senior. Last year, three 
scholarships honoring Norm, the 
Society's president between 2006 and 
2008, were awarded. 
 One of the recipients, Emily 
Anguiano, is now attending Western 
Washington University. During Fall 
Quarter, she took Physics, Statistics, 
The Art of Listening to Music and 

Handball. Recently, she wrote ñSchool 
is going really well. I absolutely love 
Bellinghamðother than the snow and 
wind the last few weeks, itôs been 
really nice up here. Hope everything is 
going well with you and the Kent 
Historical Society!ò  While a student at 
Kentridge High School, Emily helped 
with some of the Saar Cemetery 
restoration.  
 Donations would be greatly 
appreciated, so that we can continue to 
honor Norm's memory. Thank you. 

FUNDS FOR SCHOLARSHIP CONTINUE TO BE SOUGHT   


