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% 1901—This US President is the third to be
assassinated, just six months into his second term:

% 1903—The Wright brothers make their famous
flight at this North Carolina beach:

®,

s+ 1905—Albert Einstein proposes his special theory
of relativity, which states that:

s+ 1906—This city on the US West Coast is
shaken by a magnitude 7.9 earthquake:

¢ 1908—Henry Ford first produces this iconic
automobile:

% 1909—A British expedition led by Ernest :
Shackleton comes within fewer than 100 miles K\
of this extreme point on the globe: : ;

% 1910—England’s King Edward VII dies,
bringing an end to this era:




First Avenue in Kent, facing north, circa 1910
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Kent Methodist Church postcard, 1908

The Methodist Church was built in 1883
next to the train tracks, on First Avenue.
This building was removed in 1909 and
replaced with a new building, which was
then torn down in the 1970s when the
church moved up the East Hill.
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to oA % yas i This postcard was written by Ruth
) e NCW Horne to her husband Charles in 1908.

AL koP/NDEINCECH BRE e NAME AN
ingdvile She notes on the front of the card that
: //, . 1Y : someone she knows named Gillian lives
”'}’ﬁzﬁ%\,f g - | across the road from the Methodist
) ' _ ¢t n~| chuch. Do you notice the cost of

4 / ‘ ey | postage?




From a 1905
Kent newspaper:

(When  reading,
go from the
bottom of the left
column on the
first page, to the
top of the left
column on the
second page, then
back to the top of
the right column
on the first page.)
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James H. Titus,
Kent, Dies Last Friday,
Aged 82 Years

Founder of]

Was Mayor of Kent for Two Years.—Last Charter
Member of Titusville Lodge, 1.0.0.F.
—Sketch of His Life.

James H. [Titus, one of the earliest
pioneers ol King County, and really the
founder of Kent, died at his home in this
city last Friday afternoon. He died at
the advanced age of 82, and had been
remarkable strong and well preserved
up until a few weeks before his death.

A large part of the town cof Kent is
situated on land formerly a part of the
Titus farm. The town iteelf was named
Titueville at its organization and was
uot changed until the Northern Pacific
railroad built its line through the Val-
ley,

Funeral seryices were held Sunday af-
ternoon under the auspicies of the Odd
Fellcws, of which order Mr. Titus was
for many years an honored member.
Mr. Titus was one of the five charter
members of the Odd Fellows lodge of

'| this place and the last of the five to be

stricken from the rolls, The others
were M. J. Meeker, Duncan Buchanan,
0. A. Jeffery, and M. Myers. The

|lodge was founded in the year 1886.
‘| The lodge was named Titusville Lodge

in his honor, The funeral sermon was

which he haslong made his home, labor-
ing for its promotion and welfare, He
iz honored and esteemedby his many
friends and acquaintances, and the in-
fluence of hie life upon the community
has been most beneficial.

Mr. Titus was born in Kennebec coun-
ty, Maine, on the 26th day of Septem-
ber, 1823, and his ancestord settled in
that locality when the territory was
known as Massachusetts.

In 1844 he left the ancestral home and
removed to Michigan, where for a year
he worked for a year at the blacksmith’s
trade in Kalamazoo and Marshall, and
for the succeeding four years made his
home at Springfield, Massachusetts. Re-
turning to Maine in 1849, he purchased
a farm in Kennebeck county, but in that
year the gold excitement in California
attracted him, and selling his posses-
sions in the old Pine Tree state he made
the journey, via Cape Horn, to the Pa-
cific coast in the fall of 1849. During
the first four years in the Golden state
be worked at his trade in Marysville,
while for the succeeding ten years he
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preached by Rev. Mr. Sharpe, adventist’
preacher of Seattle. The services were
held in the ILO.O.F. hall and were at-
tended by a gathering of friends of
the deceased which nearly filled the
large hall, The floral decorations were
very beautiful, one of the prettiest be-
ing the emblem of the <zder, the three
links. Mr. Titus was the second Mayor
of Kent, and was always one of its fore-
mest citizens. The mayor and city coun-
¢il turned out in a body and also furnish-
ed a bheautiful floral design, a large cross
bearing the dates 1891-1893, showing
the years Mr. Titus served as mayor.
Ex-mayors in attendance were Mr. Geo.
Woods and Capt. J. J. Crow.

THE LATE JAS. Il. TITUS.

The following sketch of the life of Mr,
Titus is taken from the book ‘‘Lives and
Achievements of Kling County Pio-
neers:’’

The name of James H. Titus is in-
scribed high on the roll of King county’s
honored pioneers and eminent men, and
the part which he took in founding and
developing the county well entitles him
to prominent mention in this volume.
He established the town of Kent, in

[wad the proprietor of a hotel at Oroville,
and in 1872 he came to Seattle, Wash-
ington, purchasing and making his home
on the Dwamish river for two years. In
1874 he took up hisabode at Maddoxville
on the White river, where he followed
the dual occupation of farming and
blacksmithing for five years, on the ex-,
piration of which period he became the
owner of one hundred acres of land, and
on a portion of this place the town of
Kent wae afterward built. When the
Northern Pacific Railroad was construct-
ed through this section, in 1884, Mr.}
Titus disposed of a part of the farm onl
the east side of the track to parties who)
laid it out 1nto town lote, but he since
held the remainder, consisting of about
thirty lots, on which he has erected
many residences, and the property is'
sitnated on the west side of the railroad ¢
track. He is practically the founder of |
Kent, which stands as a monument to
his enterprising spirit. In its infancy
this place was given the name of Titus-
ville, but at the requeet of the post of-
fice department the name was afterward
changed to Kent. In his fraternal rela-
tions he is & charter member of Titus-
ville Lodge, Independent Order of Odd
Fellowe, with which he has been identi-
fied since its organization in 1886,

The marriage of Mr. Titus was cele-
brated in Springfield, Massachuesetts, in
1846, when Miss Sarah Ketchum became
his wife. She was born in Brownhelm,
Lawrence county, Obio, on the 26th day
of June, 1829. Eight children were born
unto the union of Mr. and Mrs. Titus,
but the family circle has been broken
by the hand of death, George Henry,
who was born in 1848, having died in
California at the age of twenty-two years,
while a daughter, Carrie L., born in 1857,
died in Whatcom county, Washington,
in 1893. The living children are: James
Arthur, a resident of Kent; Edward
Everett, a farmer near that city ; Melvin, |
who is engaged in agricultural pursuits
in Whatcom county ; Edith M., the wifg
of James T. Jones, also of Kent; Lilig /
E., the wife of James Shoff, of Chri
topher and Leroy C., at hcme. d
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Sitting R-o>om of J. T. Jones House, 1900s
*Jones’ wife Edith was the daughter of James H. Titus



Marriage Announcements,
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home,” or available for the customary
social calls on newlyweds.

Top:

Miss Flora May Henderson
Mr. Oscar Christopher
Married
Wednesday, December twenty-second
nineteen hundred and nine
Seattle, Washington

At Home
after March the first
Christopher, Washington

Bottom:

Mrs. W. S. Crabhill
announces the marriage of her daughter
Olga Alphild Dahlquist
o
Joseph Winston
Saturday, January the first
nineteen hundred and ten
at
Kent, Washington

At Home
after February the first
Riverside, Wash.
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According to the Emily Post Institute, “printed or
handwritten announcements are sent to those left off
of the guest list, or to acquaintances or business
associates who might wish to hear the news.
Announcements carry no obligation to return a gift,
and they are never sent to anyone who has received
an invitation.”
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