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 Due to the popularity in fashion of a certain shade of purple,  

the 1890s are sometimes referred to as the  

 

“_______________________ Decade.” 

 

 The decade has also been called the “___________________ 

Nineties,” a term coined in the 1920s (when it didn’t have the 

same connotations as it does now) to describe the decadence 

and frivolity of the period. 

 

 

 1893: Norwegian painter Edvard Munsch completes this famous work:  

 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

 1893: Known as the World’s Columbian Exposition, the World’s Fair 

 features the White City and the first appearance of the Ferris Wheel, 

 in this “windy” U.S. city: 

 

 ____________________________________________ 

 

 

 1895: This chemical element, number 2 on the periodic table, is first 

isolated by Sir William Ramsay (hint—the abbreviation is He): 

 

 _______________________________________________ 

 

 1897: This Irish author publishes his legendary vampire novel 

Dracula: 

 

 _______________________________________________    

 

 In the United States, the 1890s were marked by a severe economic 

depression sparked by the Panic of 1893, as well as several strikes in the 

industrial workforce. The decade also saw continuing developments in 

science and culture—many works of art and literature and technological 

inventions came out of the 1890s that are still important today. This decade also saw the first filming of a 

royal coronation, Tsar Nicholas II of Russia in 1896, and the first edition of the modern Olympic Games 

in Athens, Greece, also in 1896.  

 The 1890s were important for Kent, too. As a brand new city, virtually the entire hops crop was 

destroyed by a blight in 1891. A national economic downturn followed two years later; these were hard 

times for all. But things began to look up at the end of the decade: in 1899 Elbridge A. Stuart opened the 

Pacific Coast Condensed Milk Company in Kent, which eventually became an international company 

known as Carnation. 

 

*As of April 2011, there are 84 people living in the world who are verified to have been born in the 1890s. 



 

A class from the Taylor School, 1900 

 

 The Taylor School was located north of James Street, on the corner of what is now 228
th

 Street and 

64
th

 Avenue. The school was open from 1892 to 1904. On the following page is a newspaper article from 

1963, written by a man who remembered the school. 

 

 

 

What interesting things do you notice about this photograph? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

 

 



 



 This photo is of the Pacific Coast Condensed Milk Company’s factory on the corner of First and 

Meeker Streets. It is believed that the photo was taken on the factory’s first day of operation, September 6, 

1899. Below is part of a 1984 newspaper article that tells the story of the company that became Carnation. 



 

MEMORIAL CARDS: Documents of History 

by Lesley-Anne McLeod  

   

 At first it may seem a macabre collectible. But the 

memorial card, evidence and reminder of a death, is a 

fascinating record of history and manners. These cards 

are still in use, but those of the Victorian era are of 

particular interest. Full of symbolism and sentiment, they 

reveal the character of an age. 

 In the years of Victoria's reign, black kid gloves 

were given to all who attended a funeral. Memorial cards 

originated to accompany the gloves in the post to friends 

and relations unable to attend the funeral. Eventually the 

cards themselves became a major memorial. Some were 

very large and elaborate, and included cut paper work or 

original art work; they were intended for framing and 

hanging. 

 More often however, the cards were a smaller, 

standard size of about 3” by 4 ½”. They were of heavy 

card stock, usually bordered and printed in 

black. Simplicity was not the norm; cards were usually 

intricately embossed in a wide variety of designs. All the 

designs contained symbolic elements. The plants were 

evergreen; ivy indicated undying affection, the yew was a 

symbol of immortality. The weeping willow spoke of 

sorrow. Angels showed divinity, a serpent swallowing its 

tail, eternity. The anchor was a symbol of faith, and a 

broken column indicated a violent or premature death…

 The Victorians knew very well that life was 

fragile. Most families lost at least one child in infancy or childhood. The elderly lived and died in the 

family home. The reality of death was ever-present, in a way that it is not in our world. Because death was 

a part of life, etiquette and ritual existed to ease its place in the daily round.  

 

 

 

What are your thoughts on the custom of memorial cards, or Victorian mourning rituals in general? How 

do modern views and attitudes toward death differ from those of the Victorians? 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

An 1896 memorial card from the 

Museum’s collection 



1890s Fashion: 

In the 1890s, the bustle disappeared from day dresses and the new 

day skirt style was flared smoothly over the hips from a hand-span 

waist and then gradually widened at the hemline.  

By 1895 the leg-of-mutton sleeves swelled to gigantic proportions 

and were also used on décolleté evening dresses. The size of the 

sleeves was highlighted by the comparison of the tiny sashed or 

belted waist against the simple gored skirt that flared out all round 

to balance the massive sleeve heads. 

The Gibson Girl 

This particular image was a cartoon character drawn by 

the American artist Charles Dana Gibson. For twenty 

years between 1890 and 1910 he satirized society with 

his image of 'The New Woman' who was competitive, 

sporty and emancipated as well as beautiful.  

Her clothes were fashionable in both America and Britain 

and set a fashion for skirts worn with embroidered 

blouses. 

Another Gibson look was a shirt collar worn with a tie, a floppy artist bow, a 

neck cravat with stick pin bar brooch, or a crosscut ruffle jabot. 

Beautiful embellished ornate blouses took on a new importance and were worn 

by every class. Home dressmakers did their best to emulate the fussy couture 

blouses and they used fine pin tucks, fine embroidery, and appliqué, or insertions 

of lace, faggoting, pleats and lace trim to get good effects. 

(Article from FashionEra.com) 


